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scars, metabolic disturbances, psychological care, and spinal cord regenera-
tion.
The bibliography is generous and well selected. The book is warmly
dedicated to Professor John F. Fulton under whose direction the author
conducted an interesting research project at Yale University School of
Medicine during the year 1946-1947. The collaboration of the author's wife,
who executed most of the excellent drawings which illustrate the book, is
also gratefully acknowledged.
JOSE M. R. DELGADO
THE QUANTITATION OF MIXTURES OF HEMOGLOBIN DERIVATIVES BY
PHOTOELECTRIC SPECTROPHOTOMETRY. By Francis T. Hunter. Springfield,
Ill., Charles C Thomas, 1951. xx + 226 pp., 8 figs., 49 charts. $8.50.
This book is based on long experience in the quantitative determination
of hemoglobin and its derivatives in small blood samples. The spectropho-
tometry of mixed pigments requires the use of a narrow spectral band, as
given by an instrument of the prism or diffraction-grating type. Filter
photometers (photoelectric colorimeters) are dismissed with the statement
that their conversion charts are usually curves and not straight lines. After
developing the algebraic relations between optical density and concentra-
tions of two and three components, the author gives a detailed treatment
of the construction of charts and nomograms.
Methods are described for the determination of oxyhemoglobin, hemo-
chromogen, carbon monoxide saturation, oxygen saturation, neutral
methomoglobin, hemoglobin pigments in serum, and erythrocyte volume.
The concentration of a pigment is expressed as the oxygen capacity of a
solution containing an equivalent amount of hemoglobin, and all calibrations
are based on manometric Van Slyke determinations of oxygen capacity.
The oxygen capacity of one gram of hemoglobin is taken as 1.38 ml., but no
evidence in support of this figure is cited. The oxygen capacity of diluted
blood is expressed in volumes per liter, which seems to mean milliliters
per liter.
The methods are clearly described and appear to be well adapted to
routine laboratory use. The mathematical chapters should be useful not only
to analysts of blood, but also to those concerned with other light-absorbing
mixtures.
DAVID I. HITCHCOCK
TRAITMENT DES HEIMORRAGIES. By J.-P. Soulier. Paris, Iditions Medi-
cales Flammarion, 1953. 217 pp. 1.400 francs.
This is a practical guide by an active specialist, who is "Medicin-
Assistant des H6pitaux de Paris" and "Chef de Laboratoire au Centre
National de Transfusion Sanguine et de Recherches Hematotogiques." The
author's critical appraisal is often brief and eloquent. He disposes of blood
coagulation theory in two short paragraphs (p. 8) aptly entitled, "Rappel
des Notions Actuelles. .. ." In rejecting a dubious therapeutic measure, he
458